Staged Hybrid Repair to Reduce the Risk of Spinal Cord Ischemia After Extensive Thoracic Aortic Aneurysm Repair.
We hypothesized that staged repair of extensive thoracic aneurysms might mitigate the incidence and severity of spinal ischemia by facilitating structural remodeling of the spinal cord vasculature. Staged hybrid repair (in two or three stages) was undertaken in 7 patients with extensive thoracic aortic aneurysms. The 30-day mortality and spinal ischemia rates were 0%. The conceptual basis of staging extensive aortic repairs is the maintenance of adequate flow to a sufficient number of spinal arteries and that spinal perfusion is preserved during the early postoperative period when the patient is most vulnerable to hypotension, by deliberately allowing interval distal type I endoleak.